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the lives of more than 1,600 American sol-
diers, we appear to be far from achieving 
them. I had the opportunity to visit Afghanistan 
last year to meet with our troops and com-
manders and see the situation on the ground 
for myself. Our men and women in uniform 
have been doing an outstanding job under in-
credibly difficult circumstances. 

At the same time, my visit to Afghanistan 
also increased my concerns about our long- 
term goals and the viability of our mission 
there. Today, after having spent more than 
four hundred billion dollars, I believe we must 
ask ourselves how long we can continue 
spending $6 billion every month for so little 
measurable gain. 

I was disappointed by the President’s an-
nouncement last month that we would be with-
drawing only 10,000 troops this year and 
23,000 by next summer, and that is why I sup-
ported an amendment to the Department of 
Defense Appropriations Act that would have 
accelerated that withdrawal. The amendment I 
supported, offered by my colleague, Rep-
resentative GARAMENDI, would have reduced 
funding for combat operations while allowing 
for a reserve force of 25,000 troops to protect 
American personnel, carry out anti-terrorism 
operations, and assist with the training of Af-
ghanistan’s security forces. 

While I was disappointed this amendment 
did not pass, I cannot in good conscience vote 
against the underlying bill at this time. While 
our troops remain in harm’s way, we have an 
obligation to ensure that they have the equip-
ment, training, and support they need. How-
ever, I plan to continue to press for a plan that 
will quickly and responsibly bring more of our 
troops home from Afghanistan so that we can 
focus our resources on protecting our Nation 
and targeting the terrorists who threaten our 
security. 
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HONORING ROBERT ‘‘BOB’’ 
GILBERT 

HON. JEFF DENHAM 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, July 8, 2011 

Mr. DENHAM. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
acknowledge and honor Robert ‘‘Bob’’ Gilbert 
on being named the California State Fair ‘‘Ag-
riculturist of the Year,’’ and to thank him for 
his dedication to the agriculture community. 

Bob Gilbert was born November 7, 1923, in 
Oakdale in the home he now lives in. He at-
tended Oakdale Elementary and High 
Schools. He is the only surviving child of 
Emma and Amos Lawrence Gilbert. He cur-
rently works full time and is Chairman of the 
Board of Directors of A. L. Gilbert Company 
which was established November 1st, 1892, 
118 years ago, by his father; A. L. Gilbert. It 
is the oldest still-in-the-family-business in 
Stanislaus County. A. L. Gilbert Company was 
inducted into the State of California Agricul-
tural Heritage Club in 2005. 

Bob was a freshman at Modesto Junior Col-
lege on December 7, 1941. Following the at-
tack on Pearl Harbor, he transferred to the 
University of California, Berkeley, and enrolled 
in the V–1 and V–12 Naval Programs. He re-
ceived his commission from the United States 
Naval Reserve Mid-Shipman School at North-
western University in Chicago at age 20. 

After completing graduate school at the 
Naval Gun Factory in Washington, DC, he 
was assigned to duty on a new battle cruiser; 
the USS Guam, which was being commis-
sioned in Philadelphia. This flag ship served in 
the 3rd, 5th, 7th, and 9th Pacific Fleets, and 
accepted the surrender of the Japanese in 
Korea in August of 1945. He returned to the 
United States on December 4, 1945, and mar-
ried Beverly Stone on December 9th They 
spent seven months in New Jersey while the 
battle cruiser was being mothballed. 

Bob graduated from U. C. Berkeley under 
the G.I. Bill, receiving a B. S. in Agricultural 
Economics. In 1947 as a graduate student, he 
traveled over 4,000 miles covering the entire 
state of California. He spent seven days a 
week for six weeks with Professor Earl Storie, 
father of the Storie Soils Index, studying soil 
conditions which enable farmers to grow over 
150 crops in California. He returned home in 
the fall of 1947, four months after his father 
died and joined the family business. 

Bob discovered that agriculture was lacking 
in price enhancing marketing programs so he 
became involved in ‘‘END PRODUCT MAR-
KETING.’’ He has spent the last 60 years of 
his life as an advocate for agriculture. Over 
that time he worked building personal relation-
ships with both industry and government on 
behalf of farmers and livestock producers, 
such as: California Department of Food and 
Agriculture, marketing and stabilization plans 
along with production cost studies; USDA and 
several Secretaries of Agriculture including 
Ezra Taft Benson, Earl Butz, Dick Lyng and 
Ann Veneman following trade policy, parity 
pricing and supply management programs; 
Food and Drug Administration; new drug appli-
cations, safety and efficacy; California Milk Ad-
visory Board; allied industry support and 
awards; California and National Cattlemen’s 
Marketing Committees—conducting extensive 
research studies; United States Congress, 
both House and Senate—working on key leg-
islation and testifying in hearings; universities 
and research centers—throughout the United 
States; marketing research for Hershey Choc-
olate, 1962–1966—instrumental in their locat-
ing in California and Oakdale. 

Some honors received include: 1964 Hon-
orary Farmer Degree from Modesto Junior 
College; State Fair Grange Agriculture Day for 
contributions to milk pooling legislation; Grand 
Marshall, Oakdale Rodeo Parade; Rotary Paul 
Harris Fellowship, although not a Rotarian; 
Western United Dairymen Award for Out-
standing Support of California Dairy Farmers; 
50 years of economic testimony at CDFA 
hearings; Oakdale Chamber of Commerce and 
City of Oakdale Lifetime Achievement Award; 
California Dairy Campaign Award for dedica-
tion, strong leadership and unselfish giving; 
National Ag Science Center—Received 2005 
induction into the Agricultural Hall of Fame. 

Religious commitment: Served eight years 
on the Commission of Ministry for the Epis-
copal Diocese of San Joaquin; supportive and 
active in a wide cross-section of Christian 
churches to further ecumenical causes; has 
received many honors and awards from var-
ious religious orders and fraternal bodies. 

Bob has served on the Animal Science and 
Development Boards at the University of Cali-
fornia, Davis. Currently, and for the past 18 
years, he has also served on the prestigious 
Advisory Board of the College of Natural Re-
sources and Environmental Science at the 
University of California, Berkeley. 

In 1992 on the 100th Anniversary of 
Oakdale High School, the ‘‘Hall of Fame’’ was 
established. Bob was among the first 10 grad-
uates ever honored for Outstanding Achieve-
ments and Exceptional Service. 

Bob has traveled abroad extensively for the 
past 40 years, visiting over 90 countries, some 
many times, studying production and mar-
keting agriculture as globalization has devel-
oped. This includes attending the World Eco-
nomic Forum in Davos, Switzerland. 

Bob’s wife, Beverly, has been an integral 
part of all that he has done over the past 65 
years. He continues to be a well-respected 
and active educator, business leader, patriot, 
politician, member of the laity, family man, stu-
dent of and advocate for agriculture, and an 
exemplary citizen of the United States and the 
world. 
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A TRIBUTE TO ADAM GREGORY 
HAGENSICK 

HON. TOM LATHAM 
OF IOWA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, July 8, 2011 

Mr. LATHAM. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
congratulate and recognize Adam Hagensick’s 
formal induction into the United States Naval 
Academy in Annapolis, Maryland. 

Adam’s induction on June 30th begins his 
47-month journey at the United States Naval 
Academy as he strives towards a career as a 
commissioned officer in the United States 
Navy. The United States Naval Academy was 
established in 1845 with a mission to help 
midshipmen develop morally, mentally and 
physically. Obtaining an appointment to this 
academy is a highly competitive process and 
based on evidence of character, scholarship, 
leadership ability, physical aptitude, goals and 
motivation. 

Adam has embodied these traits over the 
course of his life. In high school Adam man-
aged to stay in the top 15 percent of his class 
while balancing his roles as a student athlete, 
Sunday School teacher, member of St. John’s 
Lutheran Youth Group, and as a volunteer 
swim coach for the Waukon Swim Club. Adam 
was also a member of the National Honor So-
ciety and received numerous awards as a 
swimmer including a decade as a state quali-
fier as well as a national qualifier in 2009. Last 
year, Adam proudly accepted the Jack 
McDonald Award for Outstanding Male Swim-
mer which is awarded for team leadership and 
dedication to one’s team and sport. I am con-
fident that Adam will carry the lessons of his 
student leadership to his new classmates at 
the United States Naval Academy. 

Mr. Speaker, Adam’s commitment to a 
cause greater than himself speaks volumes of 
this young man and the potential that he 
holds. I commend his parents, Gregory and 
Ann, for their great work as parents and for 
their shared sacrifice as Adam leaves their 
home. It is truly an honor to represent such an 
outstanding family. I ask my colleagues in the 
United States House of Representatives to 
join me in congratulating Adam and his family, 
and I wish him the best of luck in his school-
ing and future career. 
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COMMEMORATING THE HEROISM 

OF THE U.S. ARMY’S 65TH INFAN-
TRY REGIMENT BETTER KNOWN 
AS ‘‘THE BORINQUENEERS’’ 

HON. BILL POSEY 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, July 8, 2011 

Mr. POSEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
bring to my colleagues’ attention the celebra-
tion taking place in Osceola County, Florida, 
later this month. More specifically, on July 24, 
2011, the Committee Desfile Puertorriqueno 
de Osceola, Inc., has chosen to dedicate the 
First Annual Puerto Rican Day Parade to com-
memorate the heroism of the U.S. Army’s 65th 
Infantry Regiment, better known as ‘‘The 
Borinqueneers.’’ 

I rise today to join them in this recognition 
as we come together to celebrate the 
Borinqueneers, their commitment to the lib-
erties of the United States, and their specific 
military achievements on the front line of the 
battlefield in advancing the values upon which 
this nation was founded. 

On March 2, 1899, Congress authorized the 
establishment of the Army unit that became 
known as the ‘‘The Borinqueneers,’’ an all-vol-
unteer Puerto Rican unit. This brave unit was 
called upon to serve in World War I, World 
War II, and the Korean War and fought val-
iantly under the motto ‘‘Honor et Fidelitas,’’ 
meaning Honor and Fidelity. 

When ‘‘The Borinqueneers’’ were called to 
the front lines during the Korean War, General 
MacArthur said of the unit, ‘‘The Puerto 
Ricans forming the ranks of the gallant 65th 
Infantry on the battlefields of Korea . . . are 
writing a brilliant record of achievement in bat-
tle and I am proud indeed to have them in this 
command. I wish that we might have more like 
them.’’ 

The Borinqueneers consistently dem-
onstrated exceptional and unyielding valor on 
the battlefield despite the hardships they en-
dured. As a unit, they earned a Presidential 
Unit Citation, a Meritorious Unit Commenda-
tion and two Republic of Korea Unit Citations. 
Individuals within the regiment were also 
awarded Distinguished Service Crosses, Silver 
Stars and Bronze Stars. 

I am honored to pay tribute to the service 
that ‘‘The Borinqueneers’’ have provided our 
nation. 

Thank you, Mr. Speaker, for this opportunity 
to pay tribute to these fine soldiers. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO OPERATIONAL 
TECHNOLOGIES 

HON. CHARLES A. GONZALEZ 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, July 8, 2011 

Mr. GONZALEZ. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to commend Operational Technologies 
(OpTech) on its 25th anniversary of providing 
business expansion opportunities and incred-
ible employment sources for many San 
Antonians. 

Founded by Max Navarro a quarter-century 
ago, OpTech has been committed to excel-
lence and strives to provide scientific and 
technical solutions for global clients across a 

range of service sectors. OpTech focuses on 
areas ranging from Supply Chain Manage-
ment, Biotechnology, and Automotive Industry. 
OpTech has succeeded in exceeding client 
expectations and the achievement of out-
standing corporate citizenship through its ad-
herence to the highest levels of professional 
integrity. 

From securing the defense contract to de-
velop a nerve gas antidote or constructing an 
$850 million state-of-the-art manufacturing 
plant to assemble the Toyota Tundra pick-up 
truck, OpTech has made great strides towards 
providing San Antonio a promising economic 
future. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in congratulating Operational Technologies on 
their continued success and contribution to 
San Antonio as a leading minority owned busi-
ness. 
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SUPPORT FOR A TWO-STATE 
SOLUTION 

HON. MICHAEL E. CAPUANO 
OF MASSACHUSETTS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, July 8, 2011 

Mr. CAPUANO. Mr. Speaker, I rise to ex-
press my support for a two-state solution to 
the conflict between Israelis and Palestinians. 
I believe peace can be achieved only through 
negotiations between the parties. I believe, 
further, that these negotiations must be based 
upon mutual respect and upon the unequivo-
cal commitment of each to the rights of the 
other, including the right to live in peace and 
security in a sovereign state. Because I be-
lieve this, I supported H. Res. 268. I did not, 
however, vote ‘‘yes’’ because I felt the resolu-
tion was likely to promote those ends. I voted 
in the affirmative because I could not take ex-
ception to its substance. 

I oppose and I believe the United States 
should continue to oppose a unilateral dec-
laration of statehood by the Palestinians, with 
a veto in the Security Council, if necessary. I 
believe that Hamas should accept the condi-
tions set forth by the Quartet—the UN, the 
EU, the Russian Federation, as well as the 
United States—to renounce violence and ac-
knowledge the right of Israel to exist. That 
said, I am not sure that it is helpful to the Pal-
estinians, or to Arab governments in transition 
to democracy, to threaten suspending assist-
ance to the Palestinian Authority as they seek 
to bring the West Bank and Gaza closer to a 
position from which negotiations with Israel 
could take place. If the resolution had called 
for the outright suspension of aid, rather than 
the consideration of its suspension, I would 
have had more difficulty supporting it. I would 
prefer, too, that the resolution had encouraged 
Israel to take positive steps, such as limiting 
settlement expansion, towards reconciliation 
with its neighbors. 

I look forward to constructive U.S. engage-
ment in real bargaining, not just in an intermi-
nable ‘‘peace process.’’ I hope leaders in 
Israel and in Palestine will have the courage 
to present realistic options to their people, and 
I would like to see the United States foster se-
rious diplomacy. 

A TRIBUTE TO AARON D. 
SPRENGELER 

HON. TOM LATHAM 
OF IOWA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, July 8, 2011 

Mr. LATHAM. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize and congratulate Aaron Daniel 
Sprengeler for achieving the rank of Eagle 
Scout. 

The Eagle Scout rank is the highest ad-
vancement rank in scouting. Only about five 
percent of Boy Scouts earn the Eagle Scout 
Award. The award is a performance based 
achievement whose standards have been rig-
orously maintained over the years. 

To earn the Eagle Scout rank, a Boy Scout 
is obligated to pass specific tests that are or-
ganized by requirements and merit badges, as 
well as completing an Eagle Project to benefit 
the community. Aaron’s project was to over-
see and construct stairs and a bridge at the 
McHose Park Disc Golf Course in Boone, 
Iowa. This project allowed Aaron to dem-
onstrate both his organizational and leadership 
skills as he directed the trail’s construction and 
design. Aaron’s efforts not only improved the 
overall accessibility of the course, but also 
provided much needed safety improvements 
that disc golfers can now enjoy for years to 
come. 

Mr. Speaker, the example set by this young 
man and his supportive family demonstrates 
the rewards of hard work, dedication and per-
severance. Aaron’s efforts embody the Iowa 
sprit and I am honored to represent him and 
his family in the United States Congress. I 
know that all of my colleagues will join me in 
congratulating him on achieving an Eagle 
Scout ranking and will wish him continued 
success in his future education and career. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. ALLYSON Y. SCHWARTZ 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, July 8, 2011 

Ms. SCHWARTZ. Mr. Speaker, during roll-
call vote No. 518, the Sherman Amendment 
on H.R. 2219, I mistakenly recorded my vote 
as ‘‘yes’’ when I should have voted ‘‘no’’. 

f 

DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE 
APPROPRIATIONS ACT, 2012 

SPEECH OF 

HON. CHRIS VAN HOLLEN 
OF MARYLAND 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 23, 2011 

The House in Committee of the Whole 
House on the State of the Union had under 
consideration the bill (H.R. 2219) making ap-
propriations for the Department of Defense 
for the fiscal year ending September 30, 2012, 
and for other purposes: 

Mr. VAN HOLLEN. Mr. Chair, I rise in sup-
port of the FY2012 Defense Appropriations 
bill. I want to also thank Chairman YOUNG and 
Ranking Member DICKS for working together 
to craft this important bipartisan legislation. 
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